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From the Editor  

  

  

  

  Happy Thanksgiving!!!  I received some favorable 

comments on my suggestions last month, so here are 

a few more: 

 

A new free newsletter is being published with insights 

from some top players.  You can sign up 

at: http://www.bridgecentric.com/ 

 

Gary King offers a free newsletter.  I think he's one of 

our District's best teachers.  Sign up 

at: houstonbridge@gmail.com 

 

Donna Compton who is also an outstanding teacher 

offers video lessons and webinars.  Visit her site:  

http://playbetterbridge.com/   

 

I'm interested in your feedback, so please send your 

comments to paulcuneo@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Paul Cuneo 

District 16 Education Chair  
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From Unit 174 - Sheryl Thomas 

  

  

  

  
Hi Everyone, 

It's time for the holidays!! Already??? Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday too!!  

A time for giving thanks for all the blessings we have in our lives. And of course, one of my many 

thanks is my love of bridge . Many many thanks to all of you that came to the Leads on the 

Lakes Tournament!! 

Let's look at the overall winners: 

 

Friday Afternoon - 299rs - 7 tables 

Maureen Weiss & Richard McGaughy -  65.11% 

Friday PM - 299rs - 8 tables 

Robert Burridge & Marsha Doyle - 69.3% 

 

Saturday AM - 299rs - 10 tables 

Richard Labouliere & Marsha Doyle - 62.5% 

Saturday PM - 299rs - 10 tables 

Marsha Doyle & Richard Labouliere - 65.48% 

Saturday AM - 49rs - 3 tables 

Wanda Rogers & Penny Lietz - 59.8% 

  



Congratulations to all of our winners!! 

  

  

  
This month I'm proud to highlight my Wednesday night 

partner, David Freedman. He is so much fun to play with 

and a very interesting person!! Here is David's bridge 

biography. 

David was born in Ohio and moved around as a service 

brat. He's lived in Texas since 1951. David grew up in 

Pasadena and since has resided in Galveston, Houston 

and finally Sugar Land. 

David has been a lawyer since 1973 and will retire in 

approximately 2 years. He is married to Linda for 40+ 

years (they could be twins) and has 2 adult children. 

  

  
 

 

  

  
David start playing bridge in 1960, being introduced to duplicate in 1967. He won his first MP that 

year. He has played Schenken Big Club, Precision, and now Standard American Bridge.  While in 

college he often played for money$ and recalls a hand where his partner yanked his hand away 

and tore it in half!! Yikes!!  Can someone say zero tolerance!! Lol. He finished the hand making a 

redoubled slam!! Wow David. David has played on and off for many years and started playing on a 

regular basis about 3 years ago. Bridge is a great relaxing diversion for David. He enjoys the 

social and the strategic sides of bridge. He is looking forward to learning and playing more upon 

retirement. David has recently reached the status of Regional Master. Congrats partner!!!! 

 

That's all fellow 299rs until next month. Eat lots of turkey!! Gooble gooble!!  Mark your calendar for 

our upcoming Lone Star Regional, January 23-29 at the Marriott Westchase. Come out and rack 

up those gold points!! 

 

Happy bidding!! 

  



  

  

  
Better Bridge Habits 

  

  

  

  Forcing Bids 
 

Developing good habits at the table is an important part of learning bridge.  This month I want 
to focus on knowing which bids in your system are forcing.  Most new players start learning 
Standard American.  ACBL offers a free booklet which explains the basics.  You can view, 
print or download it 
at: http://web2.acbl.org/documentlibrary/play/SP3%20(bk)%20single%20pages.pdf 
 

Many new players are migrating to the 2/1 system early in their bridge journey.  While I play 
2/1 and strongly recommend it, most books and teachers start with the premise that you have 
a good understanding of Standard American on which to build.  My encouragement is to get 
that foundation as quickly as you can and start by knowing which bids are forcing and the 
requirements to make the bid. 

  

  

  

  
Eddie Kantar's Tip 

  

  

  

  When holding three four-card suits and a singleton, open the bidding 1D. When your singleton is in 

diamonds, open 1C.  You need 12+ HCP to open with this distribution.  

 

You hold: S. AKxx H. KJxx D. J10xx  C. x   Open 1D.   www.kantarbridge.com 

  

  

  

  
Improved Declarer Play 

  

  

  

  Card Combinations 

 

As declarer, many times the ability to make our contract depends on playing one of the suits in a 

  

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=0sRHSmfrbXvqmr7Pje6cjkwreEZbaE5S8Y8YSWomy5GcKRnQj-2F5kttya4w-2FKkyUexCTdUSV7Il7t9NNIg78r0i6zXQFkjB511aFHjHXsFkS-2BjqOtVfbeGgvz4Kz5VCih_7gc1kikXRj44cCysL7-2Flf-2BO5s43mZJvpssXVOjyLkbVjID5URfL0dGIOkpMb2odo4g8nQKZCKoLNTbdOKyuuuUdTJdMCXOfDy8M-2BNZ9MoTyYdHGcS-2F-2BhrvAd6gew-2Bma4kO9iCcD2HT91g4KMh6dnMLP4yNAzqO5NUcT3ins1O-2B17l7aySki7s2RIIpMZMfJTFNnj-2F4BenoRlGBq9RTAI75KC5i9iW9wcwFQ8KqxCMVOkA-2BQMJad4imCMzJcUPM5VMSETPDwc37ByCVysCKpRQsdYuwh0qnvgqpb9SsQ12P8FfCBOmZUQpAZPNXe2dV1q5myXbUK1fACasFqFeyKjnNAKVOmXYl-2BNZqwIg2qwHHG-2BlFJguqzkcNXBwy7ybNYN-2FhGdanJL07o3OhnODgH28kgG8T5Si3RLHIF3xHAgVpuOM699ilKvzljPSSH-2Bb0PKP1S-2BDVYFetcyXY2X85JXaA-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=0sRHSmfrbXvqmr7Pje6cjkcO0REu3sDfXuELz4dJZj4TKV0Iw7zLACVbjjKDIqd5_7gc1kikXRj44cCysL7-2Flf-2BO5s43mZJvpssXVOjyLkbVjID5URfL0dGIOkpMb2odo4g8nQKZCKoLNTbdOKyuuuUdTJdMCXOfDy8M-2BNZ9MoTyYdHGcS-2F-2BhrvAd6gew-2Bma4kO9iCcD2HT91g4KMh6dnMLP4yNAzqO5NUcT3ins1O-2B17l7aySki7s2RIIpMZMfJTFNnj-2F4BenoRlGBq9RTAI75KC5i9iW9wcwFQ8KqxCMVOkA-2BQMJad4imCMzJcUPM5VMSETPDwc37ByCVysCKpRQjnQPNfwWpPlJwc3KRamTn3T9b9w2uRJhGzPZNAzcHoiAsLrsMjKfFEN7q70RraBcjj1w4kjr6Bg-2FfSQsVndaN39aeogsBbufLmbH1oMn-2FXIJV61xtt4In3hqroomCtpthJ2OWu8tF-2FhXi-2F26ddA7euoS77-2FtkOEf0cEL8ixRG6IqwJ7TPZlUJjRqbyJ7cX6Xg-3D-3D


way that maximizes our chance to take tricks.  The Official Encyclopedia of Bridge by ACBL has a 

section on playing card combinations. Here is a combination from the Encyclopedia:          

             

A Q 10 9 x x 

 

            x 

 

Lead low to the Queen hoping West has the KJ doubleton; 2% chance of 6 tricks.  Finesse the 

Queen and then play the A.  40% chance of 5 tricks.  Lead toward the long suit and play the Ace 

unless the Jack appears.  89% chance of 4 tricks. 

  

  

  
Demon Defense 

  

  

  

  Signaling against Suit Contracts  – Eddie Kantar writes in his book “Modern Bridge Defense” that 

defensive signals come in 3 packages: 

 

1.       Attitude: how you feel about the suit partner has led 

2.      Count: how many cards you have in a particular suit 

3.      Suit Preference: which suit you want partner to lead 

 

You can only give one of these signals at a time and partner needs to know which one you are 

giving.  Attitude signals are far and away the most common.  If you play Standard signals, a relative 

high card encourages and a relative low card discourages.  Here is an example                  

                       N – 8753 

 

W – AK104 (you)                     E – QJ2 

 

                        S – 96 

 

  



You’ve led the Ace of the suit and your partner plays the Queen.  The play of the Queen 

promises the Jack and tells you that if you want to continue the suit, you should lead low to the 

Jack.  www.kantarbridge.com 

  
  

  
Bidding Tips 

  

  

  

  A book worth owning and reading is “A Treasury of Bridge Tips” by Eddie Kantar.  In it he 

offers the following advice: 

 

With any 4-3-3-3 distribution open with any 13+ HCP hand.  Pass with any 11HCP hand and 
with 12 HCP use the intermediates to judge whether to open or pass.  You hold: 
 

S – KJ84, H – A63, D- Q43, C – Q76   You should pass as there are no intermediates 
 

S – KJ10, H – A1032, D – K82, C – J104   Open this hand.  www.kantarbridge.com 

  

  

  

  
Its the Law 

  

  

  

  
Mistaken Bid Law 75 

 

We’ve all had this happen at one time or another.  We look at our hand and make a bid without 

thinking about our partnership agreements.  My right hand opponent deals and opens 1C 

which is announced as “could be as short as 2”.  Sitting South, I have the following hand: S- x, 

H – Kx, D – xxx C – AKQJ10xx.  I bid 2 Clubs.  My left hand opponent asks what the 2C bid is 

and my partner responds: “Michaels showing both majors.”  The opponent passes and my 

partner bids 2S.  I am dying!  I forgot we play Michaels!  The opponents have been given our 

agreement, but not what I intended.  What should I do? 

 

Law 75 addresses this issue.  From Duplicate Decisions: 

 

http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=0sRHSmfrbXvqmr7Pje6cjkcO0REu3sDfXuELz4dJZj4TKV0Iw7zLACVbjjKDIqd5_7gc1kikXRj44cCysL7-2Flf-2BO5s43mZJvpssXVOjyLkbVjID5URfL0dGIOkpMb2odo4g8nQKZCKoLNTbdOKyuuuUdTJdMCXOfDy8M-2BNZ9MoTyYdHGcS-2F-2BhrvAd6gew-2Bma4kO9iCcD2HT91g4KMh6dnMLP4yNAzqO5NUcT3ins1O-2B17l7aySki7s2RIIpMZMfJTFNnj-2F4BenoRlGBq9RTAI75KC5i9iW9wcwFQ8KqxCMVOkA-2BQMJad4imCMzJcUPM5VMSETPDwc37ByCVysCKpRQv2kdUo3sTWIYiGjH5nuuO2CmjYhOchmeXpC93nl8qKGntW7dJEPL6Ua-2FDNv0ebrLGXqoUrofoIda11fGR5OyF1041mRrhWN2WfJj6GZT-2B2lRYpYyyn05JVWFPvbY9Sa3CoIR7Nwlpv8kPndT4cHb27IB9a5aBhv15wZEeuGYkoFvscpMIUYGCmIIU9K33vHjA-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=0sRHSmfrbXvqmr7Pje6cjkcO0REu3sDfXuELz4dJZj4TKV0Iw7zLACVbjjKDIqd5_7gc1kikXRj44cCysL7-2Flf-2BO5s43mZJvpssXVOjyLkbVjID5URfL0dGIOkpMb2odo4g8nQKZCKoLNTbdOKyuuuUdTJdMCXOfDy8M-2BNZ9MoTyYdHGcS-2F-2BhrvAd6gew-2Bma4kO9iCcD2HT91g4KMh6dnMLP4yNAzqO5NUcT3ins1O-2B17l7aySki7s2RIIpMZMfJTFNnj-2F4BenoRlGBq9RTAI75KC5i9iW9wcwFQ8KqxCMVOkA-2BQMJad4imCMzJcUPM5VMSETPDwc37ByCVysCKpRQlvGYlbc997-2Fdc6L9tH1vF55EjkNk1SlR4HKGbR3Xh91A9mLePBH-2B4iKu70tAJthvhErXMnTWKjDqnbn5pCYg-2B-2BlhLY-2B4rFuCC54UcsOZldB4ahMU-2F8qtH4M4xXw7qxpqJw8MCk2Vy2PCzRS0z0oDl1b8jLrNMVpXGo03kmelqtVVauNsvFZ10I23XuQE9Vt3w-3D-3D


“A player makes a bid that is not the partnership agreement but the opponents are informed of 

the agreement. The partnership agreement is as explained; the mistake was in the bid. Here 

there is no infraction of law, since East–West did receive an accurate description of the North–

South agreement. They have no claim to an accurate description of the North–South hands. 

 

Regardless of the outcome, the Director shall allow the result to stand. The Director, however, 

is to presume a mistaken explanation rather than a mistaken bid in the absence of clear 

evidence to the contrary. South must not correct North’s explanation (or notify the Director) 

immediately, and he has no responsibility to do so later.” 

 

 Having heard North’s explanation, I know  that my own bid was wrong and was explained 

according to partnership agreement. This knowledge is unauthorized information. 

Consequently, I must be careful not to base further actions on this information (if I do, the 

Director shall award an adjusted score).   So I have to pass the 2S bid and hope my partner is 

not in a 3/1 fit.  If we get a bad board, it was my fault for making the wrong bid.  In our 

methods, I should have bid 3C to show long, strong clubs. 

 

If the opponents get a bad board, say they were cold for 4H, unfortunately they were “fixed” by 

my mistake.  I will apologize for making it, but no score adjustment is made.  If the Director is 

called by the opponents, he will look at my hand and convention card and realize that it was a 

“mistaken bid” not a “mistaken explanation” by my partner. 

 


